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had the field to itself Csesar was accused of criminal intimacy with many ladies of the highest rank, and Pompey was pnvately informed that his friend had taken advantage of his absence to seduce his wife, Mucia Pompey was Agamemnon , Cassar had been .^Egisthus, and Pompey was so far persuaded that Mucia had been unfaithful to him, that he divorced her before his return
Charges of this kind have the peculiar advantage that even when disproved or shown to be manifestly absurd, they leave a stain behind them Careless equally of piobability and decency, the leaders of the Senate sacrificed without scruple the reputation of their own lelatives if only they could make Caesar odious The name of Seiviha has been mentioned alieady Seiviha was the sistei of Marcus Cato and the mother of Mai CUB Biutus She was a woman of remarkable ability and character, and between her and Caesar there was undoubtedly a close acquaintance and a strong mutual affection The world discovered that she was Csesar's rnistiess, and that Biutus was his son It might be enough to say that when Brutus was born Csesar was scarcely fifteen years old, and that, if a later intimacy existed between them, Brutus knew nothing of it or cared nothing for it When he stabbed Csesar at last it was not as a Hamlet or an Oiestes, but as a patriot sacrificing his dearest friend to his country The same doubt extends to the other supposed victims of Caesar's seductiveness Names were mentioned in the following century, but no particulars were given. For the most part his alleged niisti esses were the wives of men who remained closely attached to him notwithstanding. The report of his intrigue with